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DUNEMORIL: The summer headlines make it seew like 2 storm isg brewing Libve threstens
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to ztlack the U.S. cerrier ILisenhower, even as Col. Khadfy bombs neighbosing Chead
Ine Soviets accuse the U.S. of zrmed provecation zgainst Llibva A massive Americ;n
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floL;%lg 1t on maneuvers in Central Americs. ive thousanc U.Gg, ground troops
exercising in Honduras. 4 U.S. destrover hails down & Russian freighter ofsf
v us, demanding (0 know ils identity, cargo &nd destination. Radio Moscow
es‘the U.5. for world adventurism and gunboal diplomascy. President Rezgan says
18 Frying to stop the communization of Cenirzl Americz. Taes says the U.s.
18 with fire. Are the U.S. anc the Soviel Union or & colligson tourse? The
: ezt to sink the carrier Eisenhower, while it hzs to be guarded sgzinst, is
nol cons:derec probable. The carrier is still zvoiding entering the disputed wafers,
and the nearby war in Chac¢ is tribzl, not over ideology. The number of ships and
plapes in the (entral American maneuvers is extrazordinary. Militery planners concede
thet tbere ere some dezngers. however, neither Admirel Zumwzlt, former chief of naval
opgratlons, who supperts the maneuvers nor Admirel Siansfield Turner, former Cis
ch%ef, who doesn't, believe there zre substantizl risks of accidental warfare. The
hziling of 2z Soviet frieghter on the high sezs was unusual But it complies with
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acceptable international standards. It in no way compares with the guarantine imposed
by the U.S. in 1962, wher it threztemec to turn bsck, with force, if necessary any
ship loaded with strategic cargo for Cubz. Despite the strong rhelorie from H;sco;‘s
Verious propagapde organs, there is promise only of politiceal support, no threazts to
take any specific actions. As the znalysts note, when the Soviets praise the heroic
struggle of the Sandinistes revelution, the use of the word herocic usuzlly means
they're on their own. Tangible Soviel military support for Cubz and Nicaraguz does

of course, continue. Military equipmen! is pouring at recorc levels, but even so, ’
therg are continuing private tazlks between Moscow and Washington to keep thinge from
gettang cut of hand. As 2 result, intelligence anzlyste note no Righ-performance MIG
jets have been sent to Nicaraguz and no threatening Soviet missiles for Centrzl
Americe heve been promised or zre anywhere in sight. Some Soviet
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‘ ; : . officizles compare
the:r support for radical regimes in Centrzl Americes fo Amer;cean support for the

resistance ageinst Soviel occupation of Afghanistan. The U.S., of course, rejects |
thet anzliogy. Butl te & certain extent, the scceptance of spheres of influence remainsg
cene aspecl of zach super power's policies. The znelystis hwere believe the U.S. is not
l:kely to go to wer over anvthing the Soviets do i1n ezstern Europe, nor zre the
Russians likely to staril & war in Americz's backyard Thiez is Barrie Dunsmore for
Nightline &t the State Department.
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